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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-695
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: October 22, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, PHS, F
Date of Analysis: October 24, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 191 – Special Events and Entertainment District – to modify and add definitions; clarify permit requirements; restate indemnification and insurance requirements; provide for quicker conditional approval of permits;  require payment of City personnel costs closer to the date of the event; set forth applicant’s responsibilities for event and public safety and emergency services requirements; and allow further discretion regarding public safety and insurance requirements. The bill amends Chapter 250 – Miscellaneous Business Regulations – to provide clarity to special events vendors and special events vendors’ insurance requirements. 
Background Information: The bill was introduced by the Brown administration to streamline processes and facilitate the holding of special events in the City. The definition of “special event” is clarified to include events at which 500 or more persons will be in attendance at any time within the duration of the event (not at any particular session). The bill adds several facilities/event types to the list of locations exempt from the permitting requirements of the chapter: Metropolitan Park, Hanna Park and Huguenot Park; events conducted in City parks pursuant to Adopt A Park agreements that contain an exemption from the Chapter 191 requirements; and events where the City is the sole event producer or host, provided that commercial participants, vendors and contractors must have a written agreement with the City and must comply with the City’s indemnification and insurance policies. The bill allows an applicant to pay 50% of the estimated cost of City services (JSO, Fire and Rescue, maintenance personnel, clean-up costs, etc.) at the time of application and the remaining 50% by the conclusion of the event.
The indemnification language is amended to delete the requirement that a special event applicant must assume full liability for claims, damages and suits arising from the event and to insert language providing that the applicant must release and forfeit any right of action against the City and its officials and employees and hold the City harmless to the fullest extent permitted by law, except where such officials, officers or employees create or cause a liability or damage by means of willful and wanton acts.

Policy Impact Area: Special events
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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